Page 2 of 5 Cassiar, Omineca and northern Rocky Mountains). It has long and very cold winters, a light snowpack and short, cool summers with very long daylight.
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Subalpine forests: MH, ESSF and SWB
The Mountain Hemlock Zone (MH) comprises BC's coastal subalpine elevations. It occurs between the dense forests of the Coastal Western hemlock zone and the treeless Coastal Mountain-heather Alpine zone. The MH has a climate characteristic for maritime mountains: summers are short and cool, and winters are long, cool and wet. It is BC's wettest ecological zone with up to 5000-mm annual precipitation (~70% of it falling as snow). While the lower part of the MH is dominated by dense, closed-canopy forests, these thin out to open parkland, heath and meadow at higher elevations. Forests -Research Branch (1997) Brochure 51 -The ecology of the Mountain Hemlock Zone,
BC Ministry of
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The Engelmann Spruce-Subalpine Fir Zone (ESSF) covers the uppermost forested elevations in the southern three-quarters of BC framing the Interior Plateau. Elevationally, the ESSF usually occurs above the Interior Cedar-Hemlock (ICH), Montane Spruce (MS), or Sub-Boreal Spruce (SBS) zones.
Long, cold winters with deep snow cover (>3 m), and short, cool summers with a short growingseason are characteristic for the climate of this zone. Forests dominated by Engelmann spruce and subalpine fire occupy lower and middle elevations while the higher elevations of this zone are covered by subalpine parklands (islands of tree in areas covered by heath, meadow and grassland). On drier or recently burned sites, forest stands are often dominated by lodgepole pine. Forests -Research Branch (1998) The two dominant vegetation types in the BWBS are coniferous forest on upland sites and well drained soils, and wetlands on the poorly drained lowlands. Forests -Research Branch (1996) The coniferous forests -the dominant vegetation type of the ICH -are the most productive of BC's Interior, and the ICH zone has the highest tree species diversity of any of the BEC zones. Forests -Research Branch (1996) The dominant vegetation type is coniferous forest that is often called 'temperate rainforest' and is Canada's most productive forest.
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